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In this week’s parasha we learn about the 
utter destruction of the world through 
the great flood that G-d brought upon it 
as a result of mankind’s terrible sins. The 
question one might ask is, if mankind 
sinned, what does that have to do with 
the animal kingdom? Why did the entire 
animal kingdom deserve to be wiped out? 
What did they do wrong? 

Regarding the animals, based on the 
verse from this week’s parasha, “ki hischis 
kol basar es darko al ha’aretz,” for all flesh 
had perverted its way on the Earth (6:12), 
the Midrash says that even the animals 
were behaving immorally. But that itself 
is difficult to understand. Animals don’t 
have free will, so how can they choose to 
act immorally? And even if they did, why 
would they get punished for it? 

The Bais Halevi (R. Yosef Dov 
Soloveitchik, 1820–1892) explains that 
just like a person can have a very negative 
impact on himself, based on the bad 
decisions that he makes, where he can 
cause himself to become addicted to bad 
behaviors which are harmful to himself, 
and it becomes very difficult to break 
out of those bad habits, so too, when it 
comes to the world around us. We’re not 
only talking about doing sins in public, 
which certainly have a negative influence 
on all who witness them. Even doing a 
sin in one’s private quarters, without a 
soul in the world anywhere nearby, sends 
powerful, negative shock waves which 
reverberate throughout the entire world 
and which cause a new level of impurity 
to infect the world and everything in it. 

He quotes a Gemara in Ta’anis (11a) that 
says that the walls of one’s house will 
testify against a person on the final day 
of judgment. He explains that this is not 
just some metaphor or even something 
miraculous where the walls of one’s house 
will be granted the ability to speak and 
testify, but rather, as stated earlier, there 
is a spiritual reality that exists, where a sin 
contaminates the environment in which 
it was done. We are not privy to see this 
impurity, but on the day of judgment 
God will reveal it to each person and it 
will be quite shocking. 

With this, he explains a perplexing 
Gemara in Chagiga (15a) which states 
that a wicked person will be punished 
in the afterlife not only for his sins but 
for other people’s sins as well. How can 
that be? How is that just? He says that if 
the negative energy that’s created by a 
person’s sins influences someone else to 
sin, he’s responsible for that, and he will 
be punished for that as well.

This explains how the animal kingdom 
became morally corrupt. During the time 
of the flood, there was so much rampant 
immorality being committed by mankind 
that the negative energy actually changed 
the physical nature of the animals. 
It’s not that the animals were being 
punished for their actions. They indeed 
do not have free will. But when even the 
animals reached such an extreme level of 
depravity, a fresh start was needed and 
they too needed to be wiped out.

But the good news is that the opposite is 
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Q. In the penultimate possuk of
parshas Noach it says that Terach
took Avrom, Sarai, and Lot out of
Ur Kasdim for the purpose of going
to the land of Canaan, but stopped
in Charan and remained there. Later,
in parshas Lech Lecha, Hashem
commands Avrom to leave Charan
and travel to Canaan. But why was
Terach planning to go to Canaan?

A. The meforshim offer different
possibilities to explain why Terach
wanted to go to Canaan. The Ramban
suggests that Terach and Avrom
wanted to put as much distance as
possible between Nimrod the king
and themselves. As such, Canaan
was further than Charan and used
a different language than Nimrod’s
government. The Chizkuni writes
that Terach knew that Canaan was
part of the portion destined for
the descendants of Shem and, as
a descendant, wanted to go there.
The Tiferes Tzion suggests that Ur
was more steeped in idolatry and
Canaan was much less so because
of the existence of the Yeshiva of
Shem and Ever that was located
there. Seemingly Terach was already
moving away from idolatry. The
Sforno writes that they knew of the
inherent elevated spiritual nature
of the land and that perhaps it was

L55 CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE pL55 CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE p

Sponsorship & feedback: 
parasha@cincykollel.org

Cincinnati Torah 
is distributed weekly  

to local shuls  
and the community 

 e-mail list.

Sponsored by 
Congregation Sha’arei Torah

  in honor of Mike Maltinsky’s six years as president 

© 2023 CCK

25TH YEAR LOGO

MAIN LOGO

GUEST CONTRIBUTOR             

RABBI DOVID BROTSKY          



Cincinnati Community Kollel	 Please remember the Kollel with a gift in your will, trust, retirement account, or life insurance policy.

2241 Losantiville Avenue, Cincinnati OH 45237 • 513-631-1118 • kollel@shul.net • cincykollel.org2241 Losantiville Avenue, Cincinnati OH 45237 • 513-631-1118 • kollel@shul.net • cincykollel.org

A PARASHA THOUGHT     
CONTINUED

THE RABBI WAS ASKED
ON THE PARASHA

CONTINUED

at Avrom’s urging and direction 
that Terach determined to make 
Eretz Canaan the planned ultimate 
destination. 
Something always bugged you about the 
upcoming parasha (or last week’s)? Ask! Submit 
a question on the parasha by Monday at noon 
by emailing parasha@cincykollel.org. Questions 
will be selected to address at the discretion of 
the Rabbi who is answering that week. Questions 
may be edited for brevity/clarity. 

true as well. Every single good deed that we 
do, even in the privacy of our own home, 
sends powerful positive shock waves to 
the world around us. That same Gemara 
that we quoted earlier about a wicked 
person getting punished for someone 
else’s sins also says that a righteous person 
will go to heaven and find himself getting 
rewarded for other people’s good deeds. 
How so? If the positive energy that he 
created influenced people to do the right 
thing, he gets rewarded for that! In fact, 
some commentators say that the animals 
that went into Noach’s Ark were all of the 
animals in the world that hadn’t acted 
immorally because of the positive energy 
that Noach created with all of his many 
righteous deeds!

It’s common for people to rationalize 
private sins by thinking, “what’s the big 
deal? I’m not hurting anyone with this 
action.” It’s also common for people 
to rationalize their failure to do mitzvos 

PROMINENT TORAH PERSONALITIES    
RABBI YAAKOV SAKLAD

Rav Moshe Isserless: Part 3
The Rama (Rav Moshe Isserless) went through many hardships in his short and 
accomplished life. When he was 22 his mother passed away, five months later his 
wife (the daughter of his Rebbi Rav Shalom Shachna) passed away at age 20, and 
16 days later his grandmother passed away. During this time there was a terrible 
plague in Krakow where in a period of 13 months about 250 adults (and probably 
more children) died. The Rama’s wife probably died from this plague. (Ziv, 1957)
However, the Rama didn’t allow his personal tragedies to get in the way of his 
astounding efforts on behalf of the Jewish nation. His Yeshiva in Krakow continued 
to flourish and hundreds of talmidim (disciples) learnt and absorbed his teachings. 
The Rama continued to support his talmidim and provide for their every need. The 
Rama got remarried shortly after his first wife passed away to the daughter of 
Rav Mordechai Katz, an important member of the Krakow community. (Ziv, 1957)
The Rama would respond to other contemporary poskim (halachic authorities) 
with great humility but, at the same time, he would be very open about his own 
opinion (see Rama responsum 48 where he accords the Beis Yosef great honor 
but also criticizes his reasoning in a particular halachic ruling). When the situation 
called for it, the Rama would take a strong stance; particularly when there were 
people who caused intentional discord by slandering and spreading rumors, the 
Rama would clamp down and punish the perpetrators (see Rama responsum 91 
where he declares ostracization for a slanderer). (Ziv, 1957)
Works cited:
Ziv, U. (1957). HaRama – Rabbi Moshe Isserles. Yerushalayim: Mosad Harav Kook. 

that are only between man 
and God by saying, “what 
difference does it make 
whether I do this or not?” 
Based on everything we said, 
we now know that it makes a 
huge difference. It can even 
be the difference between 
life and death. Every single 
one of us has the ability to 
have a profound impact 
on the world, wherever 
we are. May we all merit 
to positively change the 
world one mitzvah at a 
time. 

  TRACING OUR MINHAGIM   RABBI MORDECHAI BERINSTEIN 

One minhag relevant to this time of year is brought in the Shulchan Aruch (OC 297:4) regarding the halachos of havdalah, 
where the Shulchan Aruch says that, if possible, a person should use haddassim as besamim (spices) for havdalah. The Tur 
provides two reasons for why this minhag developed. One is that once one mitzvah was done with the haddasim, on 
Sukkos, it’s good to use them for another mitzvah, that being havdalah. The other reason provided is that the pesukim 
(in Yeshaya 55 and 56) juxtapose haddassim and keeping Shabbos. Additionally, kabbalistic reasons for using haddassim 
for havdalah are provided by the Zohar. The Tur does bring some who disagree with the custom of using haddassim as 
besamim, but still writes that this was the common practice “and the minhag of our ancestors is Torah.” However, the 
Rama recommends that a person should mix some haddassim together with other spices, and that way fulfill all opinions. 
Not everyone follows that, though–the Aruch haShulchan writes that in his time, people didn’t use haddassim at all, even 
together with other spices. Interestingly, because of the custom of using haddassim with besamim, the Taz writes that 
people commonly called their besamim containers a “haddas”!   




