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A LESSON FROM THE PARASHA

Fear Not!
When

the Jews went out to wage war against

RABBI DOVID
TZVI MEISSNER
(Melachim 2, Ch. 6).

Those who follow the Torah should know
that no matter how many opponents to the Torah there may be, they are greatly outnumbered.
We are following the path upon which the
greatest people have tread, including Tana’im,
Amora’im, Prophets, and the entire Generation
of the Desert—each of whom saw revelations
Rashi comments that these four prohibi- greater than the prophet Yechezkel!
tions correspond to the four tactics the gentile
nations use against their enemies to frighten
This path is drastically different than that
them: They collide their shields together to of those who remove the yoke of Torah to live
cause the enemy to panic and flee. They cause life fulfilling their desires. Therefore, exhorts
their horses to neigh and bang their hooves the Chofetz Chaim, even if they seem successful,
loudly, they yell, and they blow shofars and oth- don’t worry! Hashem may be testing you to see
er horns. The Torah warns us not to become if you follow Him and stay strong.
afraid from their strategies. Hashem accomAs we approach Rosh Hashana, let us take
panies us to fight the enemy; He will conquer
this
lesson and fortify ourselves to follow the
them.
ways of the Torah, even in the face of social,
The Chofetz Chaim (Chomas Hadas, Ch. 2) environmental, or cultural pressure. We will
teaches that the Yetzer Hara (evil inclination) emerge successful in this world and the next.
wages his wars against us in a similar fashion,
trying to thwart us from keeping Torah and
mitzvos. He sends people as his messengers to
make noise and spread their fiery rhetoric, trying to scare upholders of the Torah to bend to
their (false) views. They will attempt to scare
those who don’t concur with them with threats
to harm them. They trumpet their opinions
over and over, and they raise their voices with
disgust and contempt to insult the followers of
Hashem and His Torah. These messengers will
do whatever it takes to weaken their resolve.
For this, the Torah warns, “Don’t be scared!”
Hashem wants us to succeed. He is by our side
throughout the generations to help stave off
those who attempt to lead us astray from Him.
When the army of Aram approached Elisha
the prophet, the lad accompanying Elisha was
scared. Elisha comforted him and said, “There
are many more with us than with them.” Elisha davened to Hashem to open the lad’s eyes,
and the lad then saw many (supernatural) fiery
chariots surrounding them; the Aramean army
was clearly no match for the Heavenly one
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THE RABBI WAS ASKED

enemies who appeared more numerous than
them, a kohen would warn the people not to
be afraid: Let your heart not be faint; do not be
afraid, do not panic, and do not break down before
them (Devarim 20:3).
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ADAPTED BY RABBI DOVID TZVI MEISSNER FROM
ME’AH SHE’ARIM BY RABBI YITZCHOK ZILBERSTEIN

Thieves once came and forced Jews to
give them a few tons of flour.The Jews
wondered if they would be permitted
to use faulty weights; for example, to
give 800 kilograms in place of 1000,
thereby lessening the amount stolen.
Q Are they permitted to do so?
A This question was asked to the Rav
of Ponovetz, Rav Kahanamen, who
forbade them to do so. He explained
that the Rambam’s opinion is that the
Torah’s prohibition to own and use
faulty weights is not one of theft; rather,
the prohibition is one of perverting
judgement.

Toras Kohanim states that one
who uses weights to measure for
others is a “judge” in a sense, and
if he uses faulty weights, he is considered as one who distorts judgement (see also Sefer Hachinuch
Mitzvah 258).
Rav Kahanamen’s ruling is enlightening. We would have thought
that if a thief comes to steal, we
would be allowed to trick him to
cause him to steal less, but the
Ponovetzer Rav ruled otherwise in
this scenario.
Talmud Yerushalmi (Sotah 5:3)
states that the Caesar came to the
Reish Galusa (exilarch), and demanded a large amount of wheat
from him, ordering him to give
enough wheat to fit in a room
40x40 cubits large. Rav Huna advised that he ask from the Caesar to pay in two installments of
L55 CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE p
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20x20 cubits instead of the 40x40
at one time. The exilarch would
then “gain” half the amount, because twice 20x20 is only 40x20—
half the demanded amount.
However, this may not be a good
evidence to our scenario, because
in the Talmud’s case, no faulty
measuring apparatus was used,
as opposed to the scenario in our
question.
We may suggest, though, that if the Jews
would tell the thieves that it would be
too hard for us to measure, and rather
you should, and would then arrange
for the thieves to have faulty weights,
perhaps they wouldn’t be transgressing
any prohibition, because the Jews
weren’t the ones measuring with the
faulty weights. .

A LESSON
LEARNED
Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchak Rabinowitz and Rabbi
Dovid Biderman were two students of the revered Chozeh (Seer) of Lublin, a great Chassidic
rebbe, who had achieved to an extent their own
renown. They began to travel together across
Eastern Europe to raise funds for the needy
of their community. R’ Yaakov Yitzchak was
a large and broad man who stood near 6’5”
while R’ Dovid was a small and skinny man. In
many communities they were simply greeted as
two beggars, while some recognized who they
were and accorded them much respect. In one
community they visited Nosson, a well-known

man of means. Nosson invited them in and R’ Yaakov Yitzchak and begged his forgiveness.
looked them over. Looking at the diminutive “Please forgive me. I did not mean to insult you!”
R’ Dovid, Nosson said, “You look like you “You did not insult me,” said R’ Yaakov Yitzchak.
really deserve charity,” and then looking at “You were not talking to me but to the person
R’ Yaakov Yitzchak towering over him he said, you thought I was. On the other hand, I cannot
“You on the other hand, look like you need forgive you either. If you want forgiveness then
to find a job. You could easily find work that you need to be kinder to the people you thought
could use your physical strength.” R’ Yaakov I was. Whenever you encounter a simple Jew,
Yitzchak quietly turned toward the door and give him the respect he deserves!”
exited. Nosson had a friend who was walking
by Nosson’s house and saw these two ChasA PARASHA Q 4 U
sidic men leaving and recognized them. He
RABBI DOVID SPETNER
hurried to Nosson’s house to ask about his
Where in the parasha are three conmeeting with these two great men. Upon
secutive numbers mentioned?
asking Nosson about it though, Nosson imBring this question to the Shabbos table
mediately looked incredulous and ran out the
and see who knows the answer!
door and down the street. He caught up to
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THE TRAILBLAZERS, TRIALS, & TRIUMPHS OF AMERICAN JEWRY

RABBI MOSHE TZVI CRYSTAL

The second Hebrew day school to be established in America following Eitz Chaim Yeshiva (which would later merge with
Rabbi Isaac Elchonon Theological Seminary) was Rabbi Jacob Joseph Yeshiva (RJJ), established in 1903 and named after
the late Chief Rabbi of New York City. RJJ pioneered the dual educational system of Hebrew and secular education that
Jewish day schools across the country would copy. The driving force behind the opening of RJJ was Rabbi Samuel Andron,
who was moved by a speech from recent arrival Rabbi Yaakov David Willowsky about the importance of Jewish day
schools. When one of his sons asked a few days later for money for a Christmas party, Rabbi Andron was spurred into
action. Another force in RJJ’s development from elementary school to a large institution that included high school, post
high school Yeshiva, and semicha program was noted personality Irving Bunim, who was president of the school for three
decades starting in the first half of the 20th century. RJJ was originally located in the Lower East Side of Manhattan in the
teeming center of Jewish life. As the Jewish population declined, RJJ moved. It now has campuses in Edison, New Jersey,
and Staten Island.
SOURCES: Scheinbaum, A. Leib. The World That Was America. Living Memorial in Conjunction with Hebrew Academy of Cleveland, 2004, p. 40.
Shain, Ruchoma. All for The Boss. Feldheim Publishers, 1984, p. 32
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