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Yaakov was left, alone. A “man” 
wrestled with him until dawn. 
When [the angel] saw that he 
couldn’t beat him, he touched the 
socket of [Yaakov’s] hip. Yaakov’s 
hip was dislocated…

Therefore the Children of Is-
rael may not eat the gid hanasheh 
(literally, “the displaced sinew”—
the sciatic nerve)… to this very 
day. (32:25–33)

This is the first of many mitzvos in the 
Torah which remind us of miracles. But 
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (“Rav Moshe”), 
in Darash Moshe, points out that this one 
is different. Generally speaking, com-
memorative mitzvos involve performing 
symbolic acts, such as eating matza and 
bitter herbs, or sitting in a sukkah. But 
the mitzvah of the gid hanasheh is pas-
sive—we are told not to eat it.

Why is that, and what should we 
learn from it?

Back in Parashas Tol’dos (25:27), the 
Torah described Yaakov as “a simple man, 
who dwelled in tents [of Torah].” Our 
Sages call Yaakov b’chir sheb’avos, the 
choicest of our forefathers. They de-
scribe how Yaakov’s face is depicted on 
Hashem’s heavenly throne, something 
unique among our ancestors.

Asks Rav Moshe (again in Darash 
Moshe), what about Avraham, who 
passed the famous Ten Tests, or Yitzchok, 
who allowed his father to offer him as a 
sacrifice? What makes Yaakov greater 
than them?

Rav Moshe answers that it’s wonder-
ful when people face up to challenges 
and show how righteous they can be. 
But if a person can become holy and fill 
his life with Torah and mitzvos without 
the help of external stimuli, that is even 

greater. In fact, it’s something we pray 
for every day in Birchos haShachar, the 
Morning Blessings:

“May it be Your will… that You 
make us familiar with Your Torah 
and attach us to Your mitzvos. 
Don’t bring us to sin… or to any 
test…

(It’s worth pointing out how remark-
able this interpretation is. In that prayer, 
we ask Hashem to help us avoid some-
thing undesirable. Rav Moshe, though, 
says that we are also asking Hashem to 
help us reach a fantastic level of spiri-
tuality!)

This aspect of Yaakov’s greatness, his 
ability to become our Holy Forefather 
while staying “in the tents of Torah” 
(actually, because he stayed there), is 

something we should also aspire to.
Now, Yaakov did, in fact, face tests. 

But they were different from those of 
his predecessors. Avraham, for example, 
had to overcome challenges posed either 
by the hand of Hashem (e.g., two fam-
ines) or by Hashem’s word itself (e.g., the 
commandments to leave his homeland 
and to sacrifice his son). Yaakov, on the 
other hand, was confronted, repeatedly, 
by the actions of other people. 

These experiences, such as dealing 
with Eisav and Lavan, represent (and 
foreshadow) the difficulties the Jewish 
People has endured among the nations.  
Yaakov’s ability to overcome those chal-
lenges lays out the framework by which 
we’ve survived thousands of years in 
exile. The struggle between Yaakov 
and the “man,” who was really Eisav’s 

The Torah only records two conversa-
tions between Yaakov and Eisav, and 
both of them serve to highlight the dif-
ferences between them. In this week’s 
Torah portion we see how each of them 
related to material wealth.

[Yaakov told Eisav that he’d 
sent gifts] “to find favor in the eyes 
of my master.”

Eisav replied, “I [already] have 
plenty!”

Yaakov said, “…Please accept 
my offering… for Hashem has 
been generous to me, and I have 
everything I need.” (33:8–11)

K’li Yakar explains—and this is the 
takeaway many people see here—that a 
righteous man is satisfied with whatever 

Hashem sends his way, whereas Eisav, 
like many greedy people, felt that, while 
he was certainly well-off, he’d love to 
have even more.

Rashi, on the other hand, simply 
criticizes Eisav for boasting: “I’m so rich 
that I’ve got much more than I need!”

We know that Eisav was wicked. 
Whatever he said and did is open to 
criticism. But is it wrong to feel like one 
has more than he needs—especially if he 
thanks Hashem for it?

In Darash Moshe, Rav Moshe Fein-
stein says “Yes!”

Rav Moshe explains what in his 
words is “obvious:” Let’s say someone be-
lieves in Hashem and His Torah, believes 
that everything he owns comes from 
Hashem and that Hashem gives him 
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exactly what he needs, no more and no 
less. This means that even if the wealth 
Hashem doles out to him is much more 
than he requires to cover his expenses, 
it is, nonetheless, something he needs—
otherwise, Hashem wouldn’t be giving 
it to him!

The question is: What need is this 
money meant to cover? 

The answer: The cost of performing 
more mitzvos, which he would otherwise 
be unable to afford.

That is the attitude of a righteous 
man, like our forefather Yaakov.

A wicked man like Eisav, on the other 
hand, prefers to feel entitled—both to 
his wealth and to the right to spend it as 
he pleases. To him, anything beyond the 

amount he’s determined to be necessary 
is extra. He can save it for a rainy day, or 
he can spend it now on life’s pleasures.

Of course, Hashem won’t necessarily 
approve of that “discretionary spending.”

[Israel] didn’t [contemplate to] 
know that I gave her grain, wine, 
and oil, that I multiplied her silver 
and gold; and she used it for the 
Baal (idolatry). (Hoshea 2:10)

This is true of material wealth, and 
it’s also true of every blessing—time, 
intelligence, talent, friendship, freedom. 
It’s all meant to furnish our needs. Our 
spiritual needs. 

And Hashem gives us exactly what 
we need. 

representative angel, symbolizes the 
challenge of serving Hashem faithfully 
when people try to stop us.

But the Torah tells us to commemo-
rate that struggle by avoiding the gid 
hanasheh. It’s wonderful when people 
overcome adversity, but that form of 
Divine service is not what we aspire to. 
As Rabbi Chiya bar Abba put it,

“[I want] neither suffering nor 
its reward!” (Talmud, B’rachos 5b)

We want to be able to show our devo-
tion to Hashem through self-motivation, 
just like Yaakov did whenever he had the 
chance. With the mitzvah not to eat the 
gid hanasheh, Hashem tells us that this is 
also what He wants of us. 
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